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asking me if 1 had heard of him. She had only seen Lcs
Trophies lying at the London Library and had copied out
what she could in her enthusiasm then and there. I
lent her my copy which I have with me and she copied
others 1
However, I am not going to talk of Heredia now—only
thank you again very much and very seriously. To any-
one who accomplishes so very little as I do it is the greatest
possible pleasure, the greatest of all pleasures, to know
that one nas done some work that is of real use; for I do
think that to introduce a poet like Heredia to a few people
is to render them a real service, and to go a little way
towards enabling one to face the critic—in one's neigh-
bours' faces or one's own conscience—who fails to discern
any " proper reason for one's existence "...
Now for Egypt, too long delayed. You will be sur-
prised, I daresay, to hear that modern Egypt very often
seems to me more interesting than ancient. Politician as
I am, I doubt if there is any other coujitry of which I
could say the same. But here the art is, on the whole, a
great disappointment. You taunt me with being all Greek
and classical in my sympathies. I never felt it so much as
I have here. You do not know till you come here how
literally and exactly it is true that beauty is a discovery of
the Greeks. There is indeed a fine delicacy about a certain
number—not many—of the bas reliefs: there is one case
in the museum of really exquisite jewellery: and there is
in their architecture a decided grasp of the grandiose, the
vast, the imposing, which is certainly one element of
greatness in architecture. But as far as beauty, as far as art
in its essential meaning, goes, there is more of it in one of
the reliefs from the balcony of the temple of Nike Apteros
than in all the acres of wall reliefs here, more of it in one
Doric column of the temple of Paestum than in all the
various columns, lotus-formed, papyrus-formed, palm^-
formed, Osiris-formed, from one end of Egypt to the other.
I think there is no doubt whatever of this, though of
course it is heresy in the eyes of the Egyptologists. ..,

